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Counting 1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Toys like Counting 1 - 2 - 3- 4 have been around for many years in one form or another. 

This type of toy is used to help toddlers and young children learn a few numbers and 

some basic shapes. It helps develop fine motor control at the same time. 

Figure 10-1. Counting 1-2-3-4 
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10. Counting 1 - 2 - 3 - 4

Steps 

Base and Pegs 

1 - Base. Cut¾" stock into a 611 by 611 square. 

2 - Mark peg holes. Use a pencil to locate the 

centers of the 10 holes for the pegs, following the 

dimensions given in Figure 10-3, or by using the 

template for the base given in Figure 10-4.

Accuracy is important here to ensure that the 

pieces will slide easily onto the dowels. Use a 

punch to increase the size of the marks. 

3 - Round corners. Using a sanding block, 

stationary belt or disk sander, round the corners 

to an approximate¼" radius. 

4 - Round over edges. Using a sanding block 

or a router, round over the edges (top and bottom) 

to a 1/s" to 3/16
11 radius. 

Router Safety 

DO NOT USE a router to round over edges of toy 
parts UNLESS the router is stationary, that is, 
attached to a router table. See Ch. 18, p. 158. 

5 - Drill holes for pegs. Use a piece of scrap 

wood to drill test holes with a s/16" drill bit. Test 

that the s/16" dowel purchased for this project 

forms a good glue joint in the test holes. If not, 

select a different drill bit or sand the dowels. 

Drill the 10 holes exactly½" deep. If available, 

put a stop on the drill bit or drill press to ensure 

all the holes are the same depth. 

Glue Joints 

See Chapter 2 (pp. 18-9] on drilling and testing 
good glue joints for dowels. 

6 - Sand. Use 150 grit sandpaper on all surfaces 

of the base. 

7 - Cut pegs. Before cutting, sand the entire 

s/16" dowel using a sanding pad. Cut 10 pieces 

from the dowel, each exactly 1 5/s". Check that the 

pegs form a proper glue joint in the holes drilled 

in the base. Chamfer the edges of one end of each 

peg. 

Chamfering 

See Chapter 20 (pp. 180-1] for a simple jig used to 
safely sand, round over, or chamfer the end of a 
dowel using a stationary belt or disk sander. 

8 - Attach pegs. Use a nail or toothpick to 

smear glue into the 10 holes in the base, and then 

insert a peg into each hole. Wipe off any glue that 

squeezes out of the holes. 
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